Acta Radiologica was founded 70 years ago by Gosta Forssell (1876 Forssell ( -1950 , who also is recognized as the founder of Swedish radiology. He was a remarkable and foresighted radiologist, and became a prominent leader of international and, in particular, of Northern European radiology.
Acta Radiologica was from the outset intended to be the mouthpiece for radiology in the countries of Northern Europe. During the first decades radiologists from the Netherlands and Switzerland also, to a certain extent, supported the journal. When the scientific contributions from the 'Nordic' countries increased in number the Scandinavian countries and Finland finally became solely responsible for the journal.
The intention with Acta Radiologica was that radiologists from the Nordic countries should not be forced to publish their research work in a number of journals outside Scandinavia so that no one could form a clear idea of what Nordic radiology represented. During the first 20 years, Forssell alone was responsible not only as chief editor but also with full economic responsibility for the publication. The Foundation Acta Radiologica was formed in 1940 with the board consisting of the chief editor and representatives from the national societies of medical radiology in Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden. The Foundation and its journal Acta Radiologica have been completely independent from publishing-business over the years, the editorial staff being fully responsible for the editing of manuscripts, illustrations and lay-out. This arrangement has had many advantages but also certain drawbacks such as insufficient marketing, which have become particularly obvious now that the journal is encountering stronger competition from the ever increasing number of new journals within the field of radiology.
For many years both diagnostic and therapeutic radiology appeared in the same volume of Acta Radiologica, and it was hot until 1963 that a separation occurred, one volume containing diagnostic radiology (Acta Radiologica Diagnosis) and one volume radiation therapy, physics, and biology (Acta Radiologica Therapy Physics Biology, later Acta Radiologica Oncology).
When Erik Lindgren took over as editor-in-chief in 1951 a successful and prosperous period began for Acta Radiologica, mainly due to a fast-developing new technology in radiology, i.e. angiography. The reports were handled in a masterly fashion by Erik Lindgren and well supported by new technical innovations in Sweden, Sven-Ivar Seldinger's report in 1953 being one of the most often cited in the radiologic literature. The fifties and sixties constituted a period when Scandinavian radiology and Acta Radiologica held a position of great influence on international radiology. During the seventies and eighties the situation changed because the new technologies appeared first in countries outside Northern Europe. This, however, does not mean that scientific work presented in Acta Radiologica has decreased in quality, but only that the reports on innovations have, with the exception of new contrast media, appeared in other journals first. Today, technology assessment based on research has become one of the most important contributions to radiology journals.
During the past two decades a revolution has occurred in radiology. As a consequence there has been a marked turbulence within the two disciplines, diagnostic radiology and radiation therapy. Radiologists as well as oncologists are aware of this situation, which has created uncertainty, irritation and, to a certain extent, antagonism in international and national societies. To achieve better correspondence with their content the two journals have changed their names to Acta Radiologica and Acta Oncologica. For the radiologists, 'Diagnosis' was excluded from the title because their activities no longer were only diagnostic but also included interventional radiology. Furthermore, other activities pertaining to radiology such as physics, biology and physiology are included in Acta Radiologica. For the oncologists' journal, 'Radiologica' was excluded from the title because therapeutic methods other than radiation therapy are taking up an increasing part of their activities. Continu-ing discussions within the Nordic national radiologic societies and the board of the Foundation have led to an agreement for complete separation in 1990 of the two journals, with separate editorial offices and separate foundations.
Acta Radiologica is still one ofthe most important international journals of radiology, with a world-wide distribution. About 80 per cent of the scientific contributions stem from institutions in the Nordic countries, which thus corresponds to the intentions and guide lines set up for the journal at its inception. During the seven years I have been editor-in-chief there has been a continuous increase in the number of manuscripts referred to Acta Radiologica for evaluation. There is of course an upper limit for what Nordic radiologic scientists representing a population of about 20 million can produce, and consequently the scope of Acta Radiologica cannot increase further without contributions from other countries. It is, I suppose, the dream of every editor to have a continuous and increasing flow of manuscripts so that he can improve the scientific content of the journal, but also increase the refusal rate in order to raise the level of scientific quality. A thorough peer-review ofeach manuscript is an important part of the policy of Acta Radiologica.
European radiology has a very high standard and would gain a higher international reputation if a journal could be produced with a size and content similar to one of the American journals of radiology. Confusion'of languages in Europe is one obstacle to this development. Another is the fact that each national society in the larger European countries wants to have its own journal. One further reason is that several of the publishing houses in Europe want to decide what is best for radiology and produce new journals which they think will in the future be a good investment. Not all are successful. Attempts to have a journal in the English language in common for all European countries have not been successful. The European Association of Radiology (EAR), an organization for all national societies in Europe, is discussing this problem but at present no final solution has been found.
An important obstacle to further development, for all generally oriented journals of radiology, is the large number of organ-, technique-, and equipment-oriented journals which have appeared during the past 15 years. We will, in the future, have complete sub-specialization in radiology. Hopefully, with the exception of pediatric radiology this sub-specialization will be organ-oriented. It is obvious that we will have journals in the sub-specialities. Nevertheless, the journals oriented towards general radiology occupy an important position and are justified because they cover the entire radiologic field, with which all radiologists must be familiar both before and after they become sub-specialists. Furthermore, for many years to come, most radiologists will be general radiologists.
The board of the Foundation Acta Radiologica has great confidence in the future of our journal and wants it to remain predominantly a journal based on contributions from the radiologic scientists of the Northern European countries. Contributions from radiologists and physicists from all over the world are, of course, also welcome. In order to increase our efficiency and to push Acta Radiologica more actively and underline its international status, an agreement for 1990 onwards has been reached with Munksgaard Company, Copenhagen. This company, with its wide experience as a publishing house, will take over distribution, marketing and the acquisition of advertisements. We hope that this agreement will allow the editorial board more opportunity to concentrate on the professional side of the journal.
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